
James Gillespie’s High School    

       
                                        ONLINE LEARNING - GUIDANCE FOR PUPILS 
 
Following on from the agreed timetable model for all pupils to return from Monday 15 March until 
Thursday 1 April, please find below some guiding principles for the delivery of online learning during this 
period.  
 
The school will adopt a ‘blended learning’ approach from 15 March – this means that you will learn both in 
person in the classroom, and online. 
 
Your wellbeing and engagement will continue to be priorities. We all need to work together to sustain 
positive working relationships across the school community. 
 
Below are the guidelines on online learning for all pupils. 
 
 
1. Normal timetable 

You should still follow your normal school timetable each day. This will apply whether you are physically in 

school attending classes, or at home working on tasks set by your teachers. 

This will support you with organising which work to do when at home. 

 

2. ‘Live’ lessons and the delivery of tasks 

You will receive a ‘live’ lesson in person in school during this 3-week period across most of your subjects, 
according to the days you will attend. 

As all of your teachers will be back at school teaching classes, supervising pupils still attending the hub and 
offering senior pupils additional time to complete essential practical work, they will need to adjust the way 
they delivered ‘live’ lessons to you previously, and will be unable to continue with some of these. 

This will inevitably result in a reduction in online ‘live’ lessons for all year groups as teachers will be unable 
to continue with the existing full programme of online ‘live’ lessons during this 3-week period: the initial 
guidance of a minimum of one online ’live’ lesson per week for all year groups cannot be guaranteed. 

However, your teachers will try and deliver ‘live’ lessons or interactions when possible around their teaching 
commitments in school but please be aware that the emphasis from 15 March will be on delivering learning 
in person, in school, with the continued delivery of tasks through Teams. 

You will find that some of your teachers will cancel any previous ‘live’ lessons on the Teams calendar from 
15 March and create new meetings if they can still offer any ‘live’ lessons. However, please remember that 
you will still have a ‘live’ lesson with most of your teachers in school over the following 3 weeks if your 
teacher does not create a new online ‘live’ lesson. 

 

3. ‘Blended learning’  

 
‘Blended learning’ is where you will learn both in school according to the days you are in, and also continue 
with your learning online. 
This will start from Monday 15 March and continue until Thursday 1 April.  
 



When you are attending lessons in school, your teachers will use this time to: embed and consolidate your 
previous learning; develop additional skills; continue with assessment preparation and practice (especially 
for senior pupils); engage in pupil dialogue and group work where safely possible; share feedback from any 
previous task; and explain the next task.   

Your teachers may also use our outdoor space for learning. 

If you are at home during a lesson while some of your peers are being taught in school, you should work on 
the tasks and assignments set on Teams during that period. Unfortunately, teachers do not have the 
resources in their classrooms to ‘live stream’ lessons, but any online ‘live’ lessons will be recorded so others 
can access at another time. 

Your teachers will continue to post work on your class Team with the completion deadline clearly marked, 
and you will submit any work completed on Teams, as before. 

Please note that your teachers will try and post assignments on the day you would be timetabled for your 
lesson, but this may not always be possible due to their teaching commitments in school. Therefore, please 
look for assignments that may appear on days out with your timetabled class and try and prioritise working 
on these in the order of the deadline, using your normal timetable to support with this. 

 

 

4. S1 and S2 rotation of subjects 

S1 and S2 pupils will continue to follow the rotation of subjects from 15 March (see Appendix 1) and here 
 
We have agreed to continue with this due to the large majority of you who informed us in our recent 
survey that you felt you had enough work each week, and from feedback from staff and Pupil Support 
Leaders regarding the rotation supporting the wellbeing of pupils, which is one of our priorities. 
If you would like additional work for any of your subjects, you can join the ‘S1/2 Additional Resources’ 
Team – the join code has been posted in all Year Group Teams. 
 
Although you will attend some subjects which may occur outside your rotation week due to the in-
school timetable, you should continue to follow the rotation of subjects to complete assigned work set by 
your teacher as follows:  
 

• The rotation timetable for the three weeks from 15 March will continue, and your teachers will use 
the rota as the basis for setting assignments and tasks for you to complete over the week.  

• Your teachers may post any task at a time they have available due to teaching in school, and you 
should work on that task during your normal timetabled class, as you have done previously. The 
task will always be posted before your normal lesson time. If this task is allocated within the rota 
week, some pupils attending a lesson in person would complete this during the lesson; others 
would complete this from home.  

• When S1/S2 pupils attend any subjects in school outside the rota week (for example, if a S1 pupil 
attends Music the week beginning 15 March) teachers will not create a new task or lesson for that 
week. Your teacher will use the lesson time with their small group of pupils attending class 
to consolidate and embed learning from previous weeks, give feedback on previous tasks, give 
opportunities for group learning tasks and dialogue or explain the next task. 

• When S1/2 pupils attend any subjects in school within the rota week (for example, if a S2 pupil 
attends Geography the week beginning 15 March), teachers would aim to support them with the 
assignment/task that they had posted online for the whole class, discuss the task and give feedback 
on this and/or continue to embed learning. 
 
 
 
 

https://cityofedinburgheducation.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/JAM/admin/ETZAxRzzRl1JnQJ3H_vQ61UBmQETybWjeSbOGtSjwL3Hqg?e=moJ1eh


5. Workload and wellbeing 

It is important that you try to ensure that you manage your online workload as best you can to minimise 

pressure. We know that learning online has been challenging for some of you as you miss working with 

your friends and may not be as motivated when learning at home.  

Please refer to the guidelines and tips which have been posted on all Year Group Teams along with the 

recent ‘Online Learning Survival Guide’ written by one of our senior pupils from his perspective of learning 

online over the last couple of months. These may help you when prioritising online tasks during this 

‘blended learning’ period. 

Please be reassured that all teachers understand that this next period may be challenging, and they will do 

their best to support you.  

When you are not physically in school, it is important that you take regular exercise and time out to engage 

with reading and engaging in other recreational activities when possible. 

If you are feeling stressed or anxious about any aspect of your learning, please talk to your teacher, your Key 

Adult, your parent/carer or contact your Pupil Support Leader. There is always someone to help. 

I take this opportunity of wishing you all a successful return to school over the coming weeks. 

                                                                                                                           

 

Mrs Deirdre S O’Brien, DHT responsible for Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

12 March 2021 
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Appendix 1 – S1/2 Rotation of Subjects from 15 March to 1 April 

 

S1 Rotation: 

 

 

S2 Rotation: 

 

 


