
S5 Key Information:  Plans for Advanced Higher Courses in 2021-22 
 

Background information 

The school roll is increasing by approximately 120 pupils next year.  We have no control over this.  They are 

all in catchment.  We need additional classroom space.  An annex for JGHS is being developed but due to 

COVID this will not be ready in time.  One option to fit on our existing campus would be to cut the number 

of courses we offer in S5-6, especially at AH level (we currently offer many more AH courses than most 

other schools in Edinburgh).  However, we were opposed to this as we feel it would disadvantage you as a 

year group.   

 

What can we do? 

• We can accommodate all students on our existing campus and maintain our current range of 

courses offered to S5-6 students by adapting the way we deliver our Advanced Higher courses 

• Many schools across Scotland teach AH courses in less than 5 periods per week.  This is sometimes 

due to smaller class sizes.  Some of our AH at JGHS are currently taught in 3 periods per week for 

this reason already. 

• Where we normally have 5 periods for an AH course, we will deliver 3 periods of in-class face-to-

face teaching and 2 periods of teaching outwith the classroom.  This time outwith a classroom 

would involve a variety of different activities depending on the needs of each subject.  We would 

call the 2 periods outwith the classroom FDL time (Flexible Digital Learning) but it would not always 

involve being online.   

 

What kind of strategies would FDL involve? 

This depends on the needs of the subject and the time of year, but teachers have already identified areas 

perfect for FDL time.  Here are some examples: 

• Excursions 

• Lectures or outside speakers in the theatre 

• Research for assignments / investigations 

• Drafting of folio pieces/pilot studies/methods/investigations etc 

• Assessments 

• Consolidation work 

• Group work 

• Quizzes/past paper questions 

• Pre-recorded lessons 

• Small teacher led support groups/tutorials/feedback sessions in school 

 

How do we know it will work well? 

Firstly, we know they can be delivered successfully in 3 periods teaching based on the evidence from many 

schools who already do this.  We would then protect the additional 2 periods of FDL time on the student 

and teacher timetables to provide additional teaching and learning time.  All S6 students will receive a 

digital device for use in class AND during FDL time to further support students with their learning and ease 

of access to resources.  We will have study areas protected for S6 to use between periods when they have 

FDL time or self-study periods.  Teachers and students will have the FDL periods on their timetable 

protected so they can use this time for additional support. 

 

 

 



Why Advanced Higher Courses? 

These courses are aimed at students who are on track to gain a good pass at Higher and wish to extend 

their knowledge further.  Often subjects chosen at AH are the ones students hope to study in further 

education.  They are designed to prepare students for the transition to further education, develop 

independent learning skills and allow students to focus their research skills into areas they have most 

interest in.  They deliver core content and skills at more challenging levels than Higher courses but also 

require a greater involvement in independently led tasks such as research assignments, folios, 

investigations etc.  Higher courses are not usually as well suited to this approach as they are very content 

heavy and require much more teacher led input to support students effectively.  

 

Why have S5 not been involved until now? 

S5 students have been heavily impacted by change; with exams cancelled again and prelims cancelled at 

short notice; we did not want to add to this until we were sure we could make it work.  We needed to know 

that staff were confident to adapt and deliver their courses via this route.  We asked students who had 

experience of the AH courses for feedback.  We needed support for resources from the Council.  We are 

now sharing all of this with you as we are certain that we can make this work at JGHS and protect 

attainment and opportunities for S5 going into S6.  I sincerely apologise for any angst this process may have 

caused any of you whilst waiting for more information. 

 

How is this different from lockdown? 

• You will be going into timetabled classes throughout the week in school and so you will still be 

seeing friends and linking in with your teachers face to face regularly (3 periods in class teaching 

per AH courses). 

• FDL time will have tasks clearly explained in school for you to complete each week.  Expectations 

will be shared with students and parents and there will be additional support available for those 

requiring it. 

• The tasks selected for FDL will be specifically chosen to suit students to work on outwith the 

classroom and trickier core content or practical work will be done in the 3 hours of class time each 

week.  Students will also be able to ask for help during FDL time which will be protected on teacher 

and student timetables. 

• During FDL time students will be able to work with their friends in study areas and all the other 

opportunities for S6 to come together as a year group e.g. prom committee, buddying S1, 

classroom-based learning, school events etc will all still be in place. 

 

What if we have no Wi-Fi or device? 

• Every student in S6 will be given a new digital device with all require programs downloaded on it. 

• This will be for use at home, in class and during FDL time.  It will make access to AH resources far 

easier in class and outwith class e.g. scholar, past papers, revision guides, SQA documents etc 

• Students without Wi-Fi at home would be provided with support 

 

What if I usually have additional support in class or need additional support with my learning? 

• Support for Learning will be available in the same way as it is currently and FDL time will be 

supported like in class support would be 

• S6 AH students and teachers will have FDL periods protected on their timetables and so students 

can ask for extra help at these times or sometimes at another time as suits (FDL can be flexible to 

suits the needs of the teachers and students) 

  



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

We will make up a document which we will share with all S5 students which answers all the questions and 

concerns as they come in.  Hopefully you will find informative and reassuring.  The first few are detailed 

below: 

• Do S6 AH students have to be in school study areas during FDL time?  No, students can use the 

study areas or work from home as best suits based on the time of day and FDL activities shared.  

Sometimes the teacher may ask small groups into school to meet to get feedback or support at 

these times too.    

• Are all courses being delivered this way in S6?  No, only the AH courses, the rest will remain as they 

currently are. 

 

What happens next….. 

• We will continue to ask for feedback, respond to your concerns, find solutions to issues as they 

arise, monitoring and evaluation throughout, put in additional support where required. 

• You will be able to ask questions to Mr Macdonald and Mrs Stewart on Thursday 18th February 

15.45 on Teams via your S5 Year Group Announcements page where we will host the meeting. 

• If you are planning on taking AH courses next year, you can complete a short survey on forms.  The 

link will be shared after the holiday via the S5 Announcements Team page as well. 

  

We will support you all along the way.  Rest assured, we would not be supporting a solution that we were 

not confident in.  Protecting your opportunities for attainment and achievement whist looking after your 

health and wellbeing is at the forefront of all our minds whilst we have been looking at all our options and 

planning for the year ahead.  This was not a situation we chose or had control of, but it is one we can adapt 

to make work for JGHS. 

 

We are always happy to hear your constructive feedback and concerns and will promise to work hard to 

find solutions.  We will be setting up a small group of interested S5 students and parents/carers to help 

with the review and planning stages.  If you would be interested in joining this group and helping us to 

refine our plans please email laura.stewart@jamesgillespies.edin.sch.uk  
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