
  Science   James Gillespie’s High School    
 

Introduction 

The S1 Science course consists of an introductory skills topic and six main topics. 

These mainly focus on either Biology, Chemistry or Physics content as well as 

developing practical and investigative skills. The topics are as follows: 

 

▪ Skills and Safety 

▪ Health and Technology 

▪ Periodic Table 

▪ Exploring Space 

▪ Planet Earth and its Biodiversity 

▪ Chemical reactions 

▪ Energy Matters 

 

Topic Structure 

Each of the six main topics lasts approximately five weeks. Pupils will be issued 

with learning outcomes for each topic and will take notes in their jotters throughout 

lessons. As pupils come to the end of their topic, the teacher will issue a summary 

note hand-out containing some of the key learning points in the topic.  

  

 Pupils will usually have a revision 

 lesson prior to a short 20 mark 

 assessment. 
 
 Pupils keep a record of their progress and 

 next steps in their learning in individual  

 pupil profile sheets.  
 
 

 



Science Lessons 

Pupils will have the opportunity to carry out practical work to enhance their 

learning and develop practical skills, group work and communication skills. 

Pupils will also develop investigative and research skills. We will also study the 

contribution which Scottish scientists  

have made to further our understanding  

in Science. 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Beyond S1 

Pupils follow a similar structure in S2 Science here at James Gillespie’s High 

School. They will have the opportunity to learn about six further topic areas, two  

 of each again in Biology, Chemistry  

 and Physics.  

 

 Pupils can then choose to study these 

 subjects as discrete Sciences from S3 

 onwards.  

 

 

Science Newsletter 

A newsletter providing more details on pupils current learning in Science is sent to 

parents and carers via email twice in the session. It is also available to be 

accessed on the school website. Please see an example on the next page. 



 

 

 


