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Dear Parent/Carer         17 March 2020 

 

Coronavirus update 

 

James Gillespie’s High School will be open for all pupils on Wednesday 18 March. As a result of 

increasing staff absences we anticipate we will have to combine classes across the school. Please 

contact the school by telephone or by email if you decide to keep your child(ren) off school as a 

precautionary measure during this time of uncertainty. 

 

You will appreciate that measures to counter the spread of the Coronavirus have been widened 

significantly. Advice from the Scottish Government and Health Protection Scotland continues to guide 

our response. 

 

I realise this is a very worrying time for everyone but please be reassured that school staff, strongly 

supported by City of Edinburgh Council, are doing all they can to protect and support our 

communities. I want to reassure you that the health and wellbeing of all in our school community is of 

paramount importance. 

 

 

The updated national advice is that anyone living in the same household as a symptomatic person 

should self-isolate for 14 days. The most common symptoms are recent onset of a new continuous 

cough and/or high temperature. 

 

Parents/carers of children and young people with underlying health conditions should seek advice 

from NHS Inform and consider self-isolation. Please contact the school’s absence line on 0131 447 

1900 and select option 1 if your child is unable to attend school. If lines are busy, please try later. 

If you have chosen to keep your child at home as a precautionary measure, this is a parental decision. 

Please be aware that we do not have the capacity to provide work for individual pupils who are 

currently self-isolating. Advice will follow in due course.  

 

All staff and pupils are encouraged to wash hands regularly with soap and water or use hand sanitiser.  

We have advised staff and pupils to avoid meeting in large groups and, as such, all assemblies and 

team meetings have been cancelled. All non-essential meetings involving outside agencies have also 

been cancelled. 

 

All school trips, including day trips and residential events arranged up until the end June 2020, have 

been cancelled. This includes the S1 residential and the alternative timetable in May. 
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More information will follow in due course regarding any refunds or payments due to parents/carers 

for any cancelled trips. 

 

All extra-curricular clubs have been cancelled, including all sports clubs.  

 

School transport will continue to operate. 

 

Teaching staff have made preparations for online learning opportunities and more details on how to 

access learning resources are included in the ‘Remote Learning’ advice which is included with this 

communication. 

 

Please note that exam presentation pupils can access revision and resources using their Microsoft 365 

account and SharePoint. Again, details on this are included in the ‘Remote Learning’ advice which is 

part of this email communication. 

 

The school will continue to update parents/carers via email and the school app. The app can be 

accessed here:   

https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/school-mobile-app/   

 

The Council are examining arrangements if a national decision is taken to close schools including 

arrangements for those entitled to Free School Meals. In the meantime, schools remain open.  

 

Below are the very latest links to the Coronavirus advice on the NHS Inform website and for 

educational settings which you may find helpful: 

 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-

19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 

 

Obviously, this is an extremely dynamic situation which is under constant review and we will update 

everyone should any advice change.  

 

We appreciate this is an uncertain time for everyone but please be reassured that we are doing all that 

we can to minimise any impact.  

 

Yours sincerely,   

 
Donald j Macdonald (Headteacher) 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.jamesgillespies.co.uk/school-mobile-app/
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19

